
 

Newsletter 2: December 2022 

Gill Oldham South Coast Region Co-ordinator  

goldham425@gmail.com  Mobile 07981 815605 

Thank you for the positive responses I’ve had to my first Newsletter that was sent out in 

November. In this end-of-year letter, I’m including information about the BOC nationally 

together with details of the South Coast Region’s events.  

What were the main decisions made at the BOC Committee meeting held 

by Zoom on 12th November? 
2023 AGM. As the number of members attending this year’s AGM weekend at the Marriott 

Hotel, Portsmouth in October was far less than had been planned-for, the Club incurred a 

significant financial loss. Therefore, the Committee has decided that in 2023, there will not 

be a national AGM social weekend. Instead, there will be an AGM business meeting in 

November, possibly using Zoom which members would be able to access. Any social events 

will be left to the individual regions to organise. I’ve had some thoughts about what we in 

the South Coast Region might wish to do. So, please read to the end of this Newsletter to 

find out more!  

BOC’s 20th Anniversary. As 2024 will be the 20th Anniversary since the foundation of the 

BOC, the Committee has decided that this will warrant a special national event. More details 

will be announced in due course. If in the meantime, you have any suggestions about what 

type of celebration should be organised, please let the Chairman, David Haugh have your 

ideas (David.haugh@btconnect.com). I’m sure he would be very pleased to hear from you.     

Membership Subscriptions 2023 onwards. The committee will be reminding members that 

the annual subscription rate will be raised to £30 per membership boat as from 1st 

November 2023.This change was voted for at this year’s AGM. So, if you pay by standing 

order, please remember to change the details by that time. 

If you would like to read the draft minutes of the committee meeting, the easiest way is 

to log on to the web-site and go to the Home page. Click on Members. This will take you 

to a drop-down list. Click on Minutes and select Committee. The 2022 12th November 

draft minutes are listed. Click on Agenda and Minutes to read what was said. The 

committee would always welcome any comments about the issues raised at the meetings. 
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What else has happened since the last Newsletter was published? 
Laying-up Dinner. On Saturday, 10th December, a group of “hardy” South Coast members 

undeterred by freezing temperatures, gathered at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club for the 

Laying-Up Dinner.  

 

 

 

Many thanks to 

Anton and Laurie 

Bates for 

organising this 

event. It was an 

excellent chance 

for members to 

meet and start 

planning the 2023 

season.  

The evening was rounded off with a short PowerPoint presentation given by John Oldham 

highlighting some of the many events the Region had organised over the years. 

 
By now, the Club’s magazine, Sweeping Statements, Winter 2022, should have landed on 

your doormat; - another bumper edition, containing a wide variety of articles and reports. 

This will be the last edition to be published by the Magazine’s Editor, David Haugh. Our 

thanks to him for all his hard work in this role for the past 12 years. David is handing over 

the reins to our new editor Jocelyn Jones. The cut off date for articles for the Spring 

2023 edition is 31st March and I’m sure that Jocelyn would be delighted to receive any 

contributions. So, if you are inspired to put “pen to paper or “finger to key board” over 

these Winter months, please let Jocelyn know (katejocelynsmith@gmail.com)  

 Are any National events being planned for 2023? 

• Friday, 9th – Monday, 12th June. Netherlands Event, organised by Keith Rowe, BOC’s Vice 

Chairman and Technical Co-ordinator. Following a very successful event at Naarden in 2022, 

Keith, together with his wife, Carole, is planning a similar meet for 2023. In preparation for 

this, he is running two presentation evenings, one on Saturday, 28th January at 7.30pm at 

the Orida Hotel, Maidstone and again on Saturday, 25th February at 7.30pm.at the George 

Hotel Norwich. If you want any further details, please contact Keith direct 

(keithrowe557@gmail.com  mob: 07970 284557) 

• Friday, 15th September – Sunday, 24th September. Southampton Boat Show. BOC is hoping 

that British Marine will provide the Club with an Association berth and/or a land- based stand 

at the Show. I will publish any details as soon as they are available.  
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What South Coast Regional events are being planned for 2023? 

• Sunday, 12th February. A “Start of the Season” Lunch at The Boathouse, Hythe 

Marina 12.00 for 12.30, organised by Julia Greenhalf. A Mailchimp message about 

this event has already been sent to members. Please note that the venue is The 

Boathouse and not The Galley as published. Anyone planning to go to the lunch should 

contact Julia by mid-January (julia_bubbles@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07966 251866). 

• Friday, 12th – Sunday, 14th May. A rally at Haslar Marina, Gosport organised by 

Beverly and Martin Briggs. This event will include an informal, early-evening pontoon 

get together on Friday for drinks and nibbles and a group meal at the new Creek 

Restaurant on Saturday. The Creek overlooks the water and occupies the building that 

previously housed the marina offices. A booking form and full details will be sent out 

in February 2023. 

 

• Friday, 2nd June - Sunday, 4th June. A provisional booking has been made for this 

“Cruise in Company” event from the Solent to Littlehampton. This could also include a 

return trip via Chichester and/or Bembridge. A Mailchimp message about this event 

has already been sent out and to date, 11 membership boats have expressed an 

interest in taking part. I will publish further details early in 2023. 

• Sunday, 13th August - Wednesday, 16th August. A provisional booking has been 

made with Island Harbour Marina, Isle of Wight, for our annual Summer rally. 

However, the Marina is currently in administration; of course, we don’t know how this 

will affect bookings. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that the ownership issues will be 

resolved as soon as possible. So “watch this space”!  

 
Earlier in this Newsletter, I reported that the BOC is not mounting an AGM social weekend 

in the Autumn of 2023 and that the Regions will be expected to make their own 

arrangements. I have contacted the RNLI College at Poole to find out if the South Coast 

Region could hold an event there over the weekend Friday, 20th – Sunday, 22nd October. 
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This suggestion received a positive response from those members attending the Laying-Up 

Dinner in Lymington. I’m expecting to receive more information from the College soon. 

 
Finally, as the year draws to a close, John and I send you, your families and friends our very 

best wishes for the festive season. We look forward to seeing you all in 2023.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season’s Greetings! 

            Gill 

 

 


